St. Andrew’s has Graves for Sale @ Elmwood Cemetery, Section 3B. Please call the church for
additional information if you are interested (773) 334-4515
Vacation Church School: If you have children from Preschool to 8th Grade, please sign up for this
year’s St. Andrew’s/St. Demetrios Vacation Church School, entitled, “The Heavenly Bodiless Powers.”
This will be taking place at at St. Andrew’s from Monday, July 23 through Friday, July 27th from 9am 12:30pm. Please contact Fr. Athanasios at frathanasios@standreworthodox.org to sign up!

PHILOPTOCHOS

Welcome to Saint Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church
“Proclaiming Orthodoxy Since 1926”
5649 North Sheridan Road • Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 334-4515 • Fax: (773) 334-3468
E-mail: info@standreworthodox.org
Website: StAndrewOrthodox.org
Fr. John N. Kalomas – Proistamenos
Fr. Athanasios Minetos - Associate Priest
Fr. John Kutulas – In Loving Memory

SUNDAY, JULY 8, 2018 (6th Sunday Of Ma hew)
Saturday: August 4th: First Presbyterian Church Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed: please send a
note to Timi Papas if you are available to participate from: 11:15-12:45. Thank you!!
Thursday, July 12th: Summer General Meeting: President’s Room: 6:30 pm. Refreshments will be
served.
August 15th: Feast Day of Panagia: Coffee Hour after services, please contact Marilyn Tzakis if you are
available to assist with baking and setup.

The Blessings Of Being A Good Steward
To Not Only God’s House, But To One’s Soul Is To Not Be
Paralyzed With The Past, But To Change For The Beauty Of
The Past So There Can Be Hope For The Future.

STEWARDSHIP QUOTE —

August New Membership Event: The Ladies of Philoptochos are all united in faith to aid those less
fortunate than ourselves. Please join us in love to toast in the new ecclesiastical year, as Sisters in Christ.
Hellena Chrones has graciously opened up her home to host this New Membership Wine Tasting. If you
are already a member of Philoptochos, please ask a friend to join, so they can join us in our philanthropic
work. Stay tuned for the date and additional details to follow.

MEMORIAL
Very Reverend Father Gabriel Karambis ‐ 3 years
May His Memory Be Eternal!!!

FOR NON-ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS:

We welcome those Christians not fully united with us. It is a
consequence of the sad divisions of Christianity that we cannot extend to you a general invitation to
receive Holy Communion. Orthodox Christians believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating
community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not
fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist and for which we must all pray. We
do however invite you to receive the blessed bread that is given out to all at the end of service. Thank
you for coming and worshiping with us.

On Spiritual Paralysis:
Sixth Sunday After
Pentecost
On Spiritual Paralysis: Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
The Gospel reading of last Sunday told us how the
Gadarenes went out to meet Jesus and how they asked
Him to “depart out of their coasts.” And this happened
because all of them were infected with one sin, the
passion for profit, the love of money. This was an
insatiable thirst for wealth, more and more of it. And
wealth came to them through large herds of swine which
were grazing in their pastures. But according to Jewish
Law, they had no right to keep them. In this was their sin,
and they lived in sin, to satisfy only this passion, this idol
of getting rich. And this passion seemed to unite them all.
See how the Gospel says: “And, behold, the whole city
came out to meet Jesus and…besought Him that He
would depart out of their coasts” (Mt. 8:34).
Yet not all inhabitants of this town were bad people.
Undoubtedly, among them were those who wanted to see
Jesus, who wanted to listen to His teaching, and maybe
were ready to believe in Him. Salvation was so close, so
very close. But this idol, this passion for profit enslaved
them; and instead of asking the Lord to remain in their
town, they asked Him to go away. They were already
deprived of their freedom of will; through sin they were
enslaved, a spiritual paralysis possessed them. The
Gospel continues, “And He entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into His own city. And, behold,
they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeing their faith said unto the paralytic; Son, be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” (Mt. 9:1-2).
There is physical paralysis, but there is also spiritual
paralysis. Being paralyzed physically we want to do
something, but either our hand or our foot does not move.
But being spiritually paralyzed even to think is difficult,
and we don’t want to do anything — we lose heart. There
is a desire to fulfill a commandment of Christ, and yet we

cannot; something is interfering, something is holding us
back. And instead of Christ abiding in our heart — there
is a storm, and Christ goes away.
What motivated the Gadarenes to ask Christ to leave
their land? Sin — the passion for profit. And this sin
brought them into spiritual paralysis, and they did not
have enough spiritual fortitude to detain Christ with
them.
So it happens to us. The only reason is sin. And sin is not
only love of money. There is a whole variety of rays
from this “black diamond.” This means laziness, pride,
vain talking, lying, condemnation, gluttony, anger,
irritability, and cruelty, any kind of impurity,
despondency and still more and more. And we all suffer
from these sins: whoever has any of these, this is sin.
And this is what brings us to spiritual weakness, to
spiritual paralysis. Let us look within ourselves and let us
honestly recognize that, like the Gadarenes, we all live in
spiritual weakness, in spiritual paralysis.
But let us not despond. The Gospel today gives us great
comfort. With what words does Christ heal the paralytic?
“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” This means that in bodily
paralysis, also, the reason is often sin. And in spiritual
paralysis, sin is always the reason. All you have to do is
find this sin, this passion which stands between us and
Christ; take it to the Lord and say: “Lord, heal me!” Then
the Lord will tell us as He did the paralytic: “Thy sins be
forgiven thee…. Arise, take up thy bed and go unto thine
house” (Mt. 9:5-6).
And the storm will calm down, will go away from the
heart, and Christ will fill it with quiet joy. The weakness
will disappear and a new energy will appear in us, a new
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Taken and translated from the writings of
ARCHBISHOP ANDREI (RYMARENKO, 1893-1978)

EPISTLE READING
Romans 12:6-14
Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion
to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches,
in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he
who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with
zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let
love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo
one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them.

GOSPEL READING:
Matthew 9:1-8
At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and
came to his own city. And behold, they brought to him
a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their
faith he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your
sins are forgiven." And behold, some of the scribes said
to themselves, "This man is blaspheming." But Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in
your hearts? For which is easier, to say 'Your sins are
forgiven,' or to say 'Rise and walk?' But that you may
know that the Son of man has authority on earth to
forgive sins" he then said to the paralytic -- "Rise, take
up your bed and go home." And he rose and went
home. When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and
they glorified God, who had given such authority to
men.

