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| am dreaming tonight of a place | love; Even more than | seeing my daughter at the age of 1 year take her first steps
usually do; And although | know it's a long road back; | my mot her As house; it has
promise you: I'll be home for Christmas, You can count on me; melancholy feeling for years gone but years of thankfulness.
Please have snow and mistletoe; And presents on the tree:
Christmas Eve will find you, Where the love light gleams; I'll be
home for Christmas; If only in my dreams. Christmas Eve will
find me; Where the love light gleams,; I'll be home for
Christmas; If only in my dreams. If only in my dreams.

Yes, | have been dreaming of not only a place, but places 3
times that | love consistently and havemade the celebrations
thankfulness and joyfulness so even more meaningful. / 7/

home for Chri st mas,; Duinguhe Baitle
of the Bulge in December of 1944 the soldiers of the VI
The above song was one of many that came out during a time Corps along with the 10f' Airborne were surrounded in th
of a great struggle that was happening in Europe. World War 2 city of Bastogne. Facing constant artillery barrages as well
had been raging for the last 4 years and the United States had many times of being overrun, the stood their ground a
entered the conflict only 2 years earlier. We were faily def ended t heir p"dAmytbrioke through the
newcomers in this conflict. We were just 4 months out in which German lines and gave them the relief that they needed. Fr
we had taken Sicily and moved into the Italian Main Land. As December 14" through the 26" these individuals were il
this went on plans were being set up for the invasion of France equipped with no winter clothing consistently fighting down

on the Normandy coast. almost one round of ammunition. In their minds when t

Either wav it was a time in which manv vound men were awa battles were not raging nor when they were receiving incom
Y y young yartillery shells they were dreaming of the places that they lov

from their homes and the season of the Holidays were upon and thin/king of the words of being home for Christmas. Soldidls

t/heml.l/s/u aaH,(;]w ther dedzf'v,\Zé/ d?egm orf Ola/::els é’cyhgt twe Igvfa &t thé’705€ 506 Para hl?tevlﬁfantryeRgg‘lgnﬁant @aosyr Compe
o ’ P " stated how that song was the only thing that kept them wa

\r;vgm%trgago\sh'/t li?]d reor?]g‘-lsgsegIsp:ﬁ;?S :tfhgrlfar d pl?)?/:é dFi:glg_ and kept them sane. | can only imagine what was going thro
g gone, 9 ' their minds on December 2% in the evening as they heard o

going to the houses of friends and family during celebrations, the other side of the enemy lines the German Soldiers sing
whether it was the holidays or special event. They are pastf Stille NachOne saliers saithe ratallgdshd
times and events t_hat shaped_us; mac_je us feel _whole; gave Us ;g family would gather t(l)gether on that night at hi
the sense of security and the impression that this would never grandparent s house and ma

end. because being that it was during the depression many did
Many times we think of those places when we are struggling have that much to eat. But his grandfather, being a man
and having difficulties in our life. We would step aside into good will and caring, brought those individuals and gave al
solitude and think of times where there was no care, no even the adults a gift for Christmas. The soldier said’
worries, no struggles, but times of joy and thanksgiving for granddaddy always said that no one should be without a
what we had. | recall two holidays both Thanksgiving and d v r /i ng C When sheé seklisr.was asked about his g
Christmas in which | have stopped for these past years andfor Christmas of 1944 he simply replied 7 Two ¢ h
looked at pictures and videos of those happy times. Whether | gifts. One is that | have the gift of remembering and learnii
was a child and getting up at 6 am to help my mother put the from my past Christmas experiences, and my second gift i3
turkey into the oven and returning to bed only to wake up with come, which is may people remember us that as they were
the aromatic smell of a cooking turkey or sweet potatoes in the 17 their homes on Christmas 1944, we were here making s
oven, or whether | walked into the house on Thanksgiving day t hat t hey wi/l /| have many mo
coming from Boston because the flight was less expensive, to (Continued on pages)



http://www.goarch.org/resources/clipart/saints/andrew/image_view_fullscreen

The Anchor

0 WINTER 2013 -14

ST. ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

His Eminence Metropolitan lakovos
Metropolis of Chicago

Rev. John N. Kalomas, Proistamenos
Rev. John G. Kutulas, Proistamenos Emeritus
Fr. Stamatios G. Sfikas, Synefemerios
Deacon Vasilios Smith

Contact Fr. John at 773334-4515
or Email him at frjohn.kalomas @standreworthodox.org

PARISH CounciL 2013

Nicholas Karafotias
Kosta Zografopoulos
Terri Mikuzis

Peter Alexopoulos
Leo Manta

Solon Tsaoussis
Phillip Hatzopoulos
Michael Bartholomew

President

1st Vice President/Facilities
2nd Vice President/
Stewardship

3rd Vice President/Finance
Secretary

Assistant Secretary
Treasurer

Financial Secretary

MEMBERS

William Aslanides
Milton Fasseas
Spiro Kondos
George Marks

Jeffery Chrones
Nick Hatzopoulos
Nick Kontos
Eleni Moutidis

Page 2

STAFF & M INISTRY LEADERS

Pastoral Assistant:
Financial Secretary
Philoptochos President:
Chanters:

Choir Director:
Narthex Committee:

Julie Tziolas

Vivian L. Davros
Vonnie Karafotias
Nicholas Christacos &
Dean Theodoropoulos

Dr. Peter Jermihov
William Alexopoulos, Matthew

Bezanes, James Chrones, Michael Davros

Sunday School Coordinator:
Greek School Principal:

Mommy and Me Advisor:
JOY Advisors:

GOYA Advisors:
Young Adult Ministry:

St. Paul Bookstore:
Website:

Kathy Siavelis
Father John Kutulas

Stephane Collopy

Tia Manolakas, Nia Tsokolas, &

Bill Aslanides

Georgia Loomas, Elizabeth Sahady
Tatiana Vukotic, Anastasia Papas,
& Eleni Papas

Evangeline Mistaras
Julie Tziolas

SERVICES FOR THE MONTHS OF
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Sunday Mornings
Orthros at 8:00AM; Diving Liturgy at 9:30AM

Feast of St. Nicholas
Friday, December 6
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Feast of St. Spyridon
Thursday, December 12
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Eve of Christmas
Tuesday, December 24
Royal Hours at 9AM; Vesperal Liturgy at 6PM

CHRISTMAS
Wednesday, December 25
Orthros at 8:30AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Feast of St. Stephen
Friday, December 27
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Restitution of Feast of Christmas &
ForeFeast of the Circumcision of our Lord
Tuesday, December 31
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM
Great Vespers at 7PM at St. Basil Church, Chica

Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord &
the Feast of St. Basil the Great
Wednesday, January 1
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Royal Hours of Epiphany
Friday, January 3 at 9:30AM

Eve of Epiphany
Sunday, January 5
Orthros at 8AM; Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM,
followed by Agiasmos

FEAST OF EPIPHANY
Monday, January 6
Orthros at 8AM; Divine Liturgy of St. Basil and
Great Agiasmos at 9:30AM

Feast of St. John the Baptist
Tuesday, January 7
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

Feast of the Three Hierarchs
Thursday, January 30
Orthros at 9AM; Divine Liturgy at 10AM

do
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Switch now to October 29, 2013. For over 50 years the town of
Bar Harbor, Maine always had a special Christmas Tree lighting
every year for those Veterans as well as many others but
specifically those of Bastogne and of World War 2 as a
commemoration to the
with their families because of being away in the war. On the date
of October 29 2013 exactly 69 years and 10 months after the
Battle of the Bulge, the city council of Bar Harbor banned the
lighting of this tree for the Veterans because they felt it was
demeaning to other religions and so to be respectful to them
there was not going to be anymore lighting of this Christmas
Tree. | guess the city council of Bar Harbor who is elected by the
people of that town forgot and took away the second gift of this
soldier. How despicable is this, not just to the men and women
who were away from their families during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays, but also to the faith itself of Christianity that
preaches tolerance, respect, and above all love. A city next to Bar
Harbor though took the tradition over and brought the lighting of
the Christmas Tree for the soldiers who missed Christmas those

years from their families as well as those who never came home to

another Christmas, back and now will carry it on in remembrance
where the city council of Bar Harbor has forgotten through its
bureaucracy.

Sorry for getting a little political. It comes out of me this time of
year but it irks me so often because Christianity is such an
exposed religion through its traditions especially during
Christmas, whether they are through symbols or through its
gesture of goodwill, always becomes the religion that catches the
most abuse. But that is why Christianity is the true and correct
faith and God for through all the abuses, through all the
difficulties and disrespects, still finds room to forgive and love
those who hate and do all sorts of evil towards it. These words
are so true and they came to mind as we read the Beatitudes in
Tiberius at the point where the sermon on the mount was stated
by our Lord during our Pilgrimage this year. These Blessings
established that Christianity will be the most abused yet the most
tolerant of all religions throughout the ages.

So what are our dreams and what are our homes for the holiday
season of both Thanksgiving and Christmas. How great that both
Holidays are celebrated so close yet are focused each with their
own months. The song above brought comfort to those who were
far away from their physical homes. It brought them peace

through the remembrance of Christmas passed and how they were
celebrated, as well as the hope for Christmas futures that they can

make them also into present and future memories.

Lord in a thankful sense in our lives? By committing fully to
something that is important. If we have not been great husbands
or great wives, than that would be our road to Bethlehem by
being better spouses to each other. If we have not been great

Chr i st ma sféthers br andthets to ewy chitbierdbecawsé wedavé nottbeen s h ¢

around on account of our work or maybe because we are not
there and we try to supplement it through giving them everything,
maybe than we should stop giving materialistic love and show
them the real love of what a father or a mother truly is. Maybe we
have defrauded someone or been very envious of our friends or
neighbors or have fallen out of friendships. Maybe our road to
Bethlehem is to try and rectify that which can be rectified or make
a closure with that which cannot be rectified. At least we can
depart in peace of heart from each other and not in anger and
wrath.

All these are the roads that allows us to be thankful and brings us
to the city of Bethlehem and eventually to the manger of our Lord
and Saviour. These are the places that we need to be dreaming of
for those places bring us closer to the memories of our childhood
as well as bringing us home to what the true meaning of
Christmas is. When the shepherds were watching their flocks by
night, and the angel of Lord came to them, they were also
dreaming of a place that they love. It is a place that was foretold
to them as children by their parents of living in harmony and
having a king look after them and protect them in a kingdom that
will last for eternity. They never understood fully what that dream
really looked like except that they knew that this is what they
loved as confusing or uncomprehend able as it seemed. Their
dreams were simple though as simple as it was for the soldiers
that were sitting in those fox holes many years ago as well as
those soldiers of today. It was simple because the dream for
their moment was the time where there life was filled with the
love of life and the love of family. The shepherds dreams was a
life filled with the | ove of
family. I truly believe that when we start complaining about the
commercialism of Christmas we totally lose the focus of the
dreams of our lives. We should accept the colorful decorations,
the festivities that go with the Holidays, even the long lines and
the sales for gifts not as what the true meaning of Christmas is
but that it is part of individuals lives in which they may have their
dreams of a place that they loved which could have been the
colorful decorations of walking as a child and seeing these
wonderful things, or going to family and friends homes to
celebrate the day, and even standing in the long lines to buy that
perfect gift for someone. I f i
meaning and reason for the season then these are dreams that

G

So what about ourselves? What are our dreams and how can theséndividuals may look as their places that brought them memories

dreams become realities? | would say maybe those dreams that
should be first are those that allow us to focus on the true
meaning of the season and why would should be thankful for the
season. Maybe when you are sitting with your family or families
either before the celebration of Thanksgiving or even at the
Thanksgiving Table on November 38take a moment to share
with each and every one that is present what you and they are
thankful for. Remember we are not sitting in a fox hole in some
cold far away country struggling to survive each day. We are in

our warm homes with warm company surrounding us. Finding WhaEhe new dreams of the place that | love

we are thankful for allows us to fully approach and find
Bethlehem, the cave and manger of our Lord and Saviour.
Ultimately we find this in our hearts, in our souls, and in our lives
in how we express ourselves to each other.

So what is it really that fully allows us to find the Nativity of our

of Christmasfi in their past an
| recall one my dreams of the place that | loved was getting to my
uncle Chris and aunt Ni ki fAs ho

from 9:00 pm till 12 midnight playing Monopoly with my brothers
and cousins while my parents sat at the sofa with my aunt and
uncle watching Bing Crosby and Danny Kayelitiite Christmas
This is one of the many dreams that | love to be but because it is
not a realistic situation any more, | have found that celebrating
Christmas Eve Liturgy and singing Christmas Carols have fulfilled

These dreams of the places that we love are based on the love of
God and our love to find that which is so important in our lives
and which opens up our lives to finding Bethlehem in our lives

(Conti nuel
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through the dreams that we love. | recall a beautiful story in beautiful child who had put it there. In a very real sense, each of
which | wish to end this message for Thanksgiving and Christmasus has been given an invisible golden box filled with

It is known as the THE GOLD WRAPPING PAPARease enjoy unconditional love and kisses from our children, family, friends
and see that dreaming of places that we love will always bring us and God. There is no more precious possession anyone could
to Christis manger. hold.

Onice upon a time, there was a man who worked very hard just taViay your dreaming for those places you really loved of the
keep food on the table for his family. This particular yearafew Chr i st masfi t hat are so cheri sht

days before Christmas, he punished his little fiyeearold for you, and if realistically those dreams are now past memories
daughter after learning that she had used up the family's only rolfthat can never be attained again, then may they be for you a time
of expensive gold wrapping paper. As money was tight, he that their beauty of what made

became even more upset when on Christmas Eve he saw that thgou. May they always be an enlightment that brings you to the
child had used all of the expensive gold paper to decorate one cave in Bethlehem in which you will find the manger of our Lord
shoebox she had put under the Christmas tree. He also was and Saviour Jesus Christ so when we kneel before Him we can out
concerned about where she had gotten the money to buy what of the deepest reverence kiss the feet of God.

was in the shoebox. Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl,
filled with excitement, brought the gift box to her father and said,
"This is for you, Daddy!" As he opened the box, the father was

May your Thanksgiving be filled with all joys of thankfulness that
our God has bestowed upon you and may your dreams become a

embarrassed by his earlier overreaction, now regretting how he realit y J or C hr lstmas 1n w hich
had punished her. But when he opened the shoebox, he found it manger even if that still means being home only through your
’ dreams. Come home my beloved t

was empty and again his anger flared. "Don't you know, young . . . .
lady, " he said harshly, "when you give someone a present, there’gome tohthe c;:ty of Bethlelhelm SO th_at we can be illumined in our
supposed to be something inside the package!” The little girl earts that Christ Is Born! Glorify Him.

looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her eyes and Remember Our Soldiers On Those Special Days Of Celebration
whispered: "Daddly, it's not empty. | blew kisses into it until it wasFor We Are Celebrating Because These Men And Women Have

all full.” The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his Chosen To Sacrifice Their Thanksgivings And

arms around his precious little girl. He begged her to forgive him Their Chri st masi So We Hav
for his unnecessary anger. An accident took the life of the child Dreams as realities.
only a short time later. It is told that the father kept this little

gold box by his bed for all the years of his life. Whenever he was FI- John N Kalomas
discouraged or faced difficult problems, he would open the box,

take out an imaginary kiss, and remember the love of this

September, October, and November Reglstry

40 Day Blessings Weddings
Andreas, son of Nicoletta and George Karkalis Nick Harrison and Diana Quezada
Panagiotis Rafael, son of Catherine and Dimitrios Skintges Andy Zervas and Maria Daskalakis
Anastasia Rose, daughter of Christina and Valentine Gelata Brion Doherty and Nicole Elipas
James, son of Gina and James Reilly Jim Farrell and Kristina Govostis
Isabella, daughter of Angela and Diamantis Karras Raymond Pelelas and Anastasia Bilionis
Miles Joseph, son of Vasilia and James Staley Daniel Behr and Stephanie Kalant
Al exa, daughter of Anna and Br y abino (@ak&sandrEtie Fronimos
Evangelos and loannis, sons of Amalia and Bill Papastefan Terry Kelly and Annie Theodoropoulos
Alfa and Omega, children of Frewyni Gebremedhim and Michael Dean Taradash and Eudokia (Yvette) Nassopoulos
Gebreab Funerals
Baptisms George Gatsios
Demetra, daughter of Christina and Nick Gangas Thrassos Averkiou
Helena, daughter of Jennifer Dendrinos and Jim Polson Memorials
Haralambos Demetrios, son of Tina and George Aslanides
Athanasios, son of Amy and Spiro Rempas Ana Carallig 40 days Maria Karahali 2 years
Ella, daughter of and Jackie and Geoff Olkiewicz Stratte Coorla$ 40 days Metaxia Sikord 2 years
Katherine, daughter of Rita and David Ghanayem Haralambos Drakakis40 days — Kyriakos Galiotis 3 years
Eleni, daughter of Denise and James Tsioles _ Konstantina Guerriefi 40 days ~ Anastasia lona4 years
Elena, daughter of Elizabeth Alexander and Nate Tamarin — jonn Bartholomew6 months Irene Balsavias10 years
Oliver loannis, son of Olivia and Berjamin Cralg Erato Douligeri$ 6 months Michael Spilioti 10 years
loannis Vasilil, son of Spiridoula & Miguel Arceo Anna Spilioti 6 months Christos lonag 14 years
Xanthi Rue, daughter of Shannon and Dean George Christos Biti§ 1 year Angelo Antori 15 years
Alfa Andrew and Omega Maria, children of Frewyni Savas Melidis 1 year Sophie Antori 15 years
Gebremedhim and Michael Gebreab Maria Pagones1 year Rouvelis lonak 15 years

Steven Philipp 1 year Petros Romas15 years
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EUUe ¥YUsa On behalf of our Greek School Staff we invite

gapi UU | 6d our entire community to our Greek School
Christmas Program on

Saturday, December 21, 2013
11:00 a.m.
Wishing you and your families

a very blessed Christmas and
a healthy and prosperous New Yeatr!

%&&&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&&ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&

During this Christmas season, please let us know if you have a loved one who is in the hospite
or nursing home, or is a shut in, and is in need of Holy Communion. Fr. John and Fr. Stamati
will be making visitations during the week of December 9. Please contact Julie at the church
office at 773.334.4515 with the name, contact information, and location so that we may
<« schedule a visitation time.

@
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CHRIST IS BORN! GLORY HIM!

Christ is born; glorify him. Christ comes from heaven; go out to meet him. Christ descends to earth; let us be raised on Iéglall the
world sing to the Lord; let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for his sake who was first in heaven and then on. e@tihist is
here in the flesh; let us exult with fear and jdywith fear, because of our sins; with joy, because of the hope that he brings u

Once more darkness is dispersed; once more the light is created. Let the people that sat in the darkness of ignorance nkwpon
the light of knowledge. The things of old have passed away; behold all things are made new. He who has no mother in hisan@m
born without father on earth. The laws of nature are overthrown, for the upper world must be filled with citizens. He vehaithout
flesh becomes incarnate; the Word puts on a body; the Invisible is seen; he whom no hand can touch is handled; the timakas h
beginning; the Son of God becomes Son of Madesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever.

Light from light, the Word of the Father comes to his own image, man. For the sake of my flesh he takes flesh; for the saky soul,
he is united to a rational soul, purifying like by like. In every way he became man, except for sin. O strange conjuncliba!Self ex-
istent comes into being; the Uncreated is created. He shares in the poverty of my flesh, that | may share in the richeis @ddhead.

-St. Gregory of Nazianzus

The Tradition of the Vasilopita | THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATERs
2% BT | The tradition of baking and cutting a spe- M A@HASM@S

cial "pita" (which can mean a loaf of bread .
a cake, or even a pie) each year on Jany by Fr. Tom Fitzgerald

ary 1st is observed in honor of our holy] Epiphany, one of the oldest and most important Feast days of
father Basil the Great, archbishop of Caeg-the Orthodox Church, commemorates the manifestation of
area in Cappodocia-- hence its name | the Holy Trinity which took place at the Baptism of Christ in
"Vasilopita" meaning "St. Basil's Bread| the Jordan River. Recognizing rich meaning in this event, Or-
This tradition is observed in both parishf thodoxy believes that when Christ was baptized, it not only
churches and in the homes of the faithful] marked the beginning of its public ministry and revealed the
What is the meaning of this tradition and| Trinity, but also signified that the entire creation is destined
how did it begin? to share in the glory of redemption in Christ. While Christ
entered into the Jordan to be baptized, two things were hap-

For centuries upon centuries, parentq pening: He was identifying Himself with the people He had
grandparents and godparents have related the following to Orthodg Xcome to save: and, He was identifying Himself with the whole

children about St. Basil and the Vasilopita. One year, during a tinje . . ;
of terrible famine, the emperor levied a sinfully excessive tax upd nOf Creation which was represented by water. Through His bap-

the people of Caesarea. The tax was such a heavy burden upon thtésm’ the Lord revealed the value of the created world and He

) ; X A . redirected it toward its Creator. Creation is good and it be-
already impoverished people that to avoid debtors' prison each fan "Iongs to God

ly had to relinquish its few remaining coins and pieces of jewelry, '
including precious family heirlooms. Learning of this injustice upgnThe Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the Feast of
his flock, St. Basil the Great, the archbishop of Caesarea, took up fighe Epiphany and on the day itself, following the Divine Litur-
bishop's staff and the book of the holy Gospels and came to hjsgy. The Blessing not only remembers the event of Our Lord's
people's defense by fearlessly calling the emperor to repentance. ppaptism and the revelation of the Holy Trinity but also ex-
God's grace, the emperor did repent! He canceled the tax and ifi-presses Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sanctified through
structed his tax collectors to turn over to St. Basil all of the chestp Christ. The Blessing affirms that humanity and the created
containing the coins and jewelry which had been paid as taxes by fh&orld, of which we are a part, were created to be filled with
people of Caesarea. But now St. Basil was faced with the daunnéie sanctifying presence of God. After the solemn blessing,
and impossible task of returning these thousands of coins and piegethe Holy Water is distributed to the faithful and is used to
of jewelry to their rightful owners. After praying for a long time be{ bless homes during the Epiphany season. When the faithful
fore the icons of our Master Christ and His AHoly Mother, St. Bas-| drink the "Epiphany Water,” we are reminded of our own bap-
il had all the treasures baked into one huge pita. He then called dlitism. When the Church blesses an individual, or object, or
the townspeople to prayer at the cathedral, and, after Divine Liturgy, event with the water, we are affirming that those baptized,
he blessed and cut the pita, giving a piece to each person. Miraqutheir surroundings, and their responsibilities are sanctified
lously, each owner received in his piece of Vasilopita his own valtjathrough Christ and brought into the Kingdom of the Father
bles. They all joyfully returned home, giving thanks to God who hgdthrough the Spirit.

delivered them from abject poverty and to their good and holy bisf|- |n addition to the Great Blessing of Water, there is a Lesser
op St. Basil the Great! In remembrance of that miracle wrought YBlessing of Water service which can take place at anytime.

God as a result of St. Basil's love and defense of his people, Orthbysually, it is celebrated when a home is blessed, on the first
dox Christians have observed the tradition of the Vasilopita eaghday of the month, the beginning of the school year, and be-

year on January 1st the date on which St. Basil reposed in the Lorfl ginning of new responsibilities. .
in the year 379.

If anyone would like to have their home =
Please join us for our Parish Vasilopita on Sunday, January 123 andjor business blessed for Epiphany ,t.
following Divine Liturgy. The Metropolis of Chicago Vasilopita | please contact the office to speak to Fr. & :
Celebration will also be on Sunaay, January 12 at 6PM at St.  jopn or Fr. Stamati to make an appo/nt—;% sl ;3
George Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago ment after January 6. e
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President’s Report = Nicholas B@@ﬁ’@{foﬂ@g

As we prepare for the upcoming holiday season, were able to increase the number o _
please take a moment to review your 2013 accessible spaces! The cost of this project
Stewardship pledge & contribution statements $21,000. Thanks to Kosta Zografopoulos anc
that have recently been mailed to our Stewards. Julie Tziolas for coordinating the movemen
It is the combination of your time, talent and treasurethat of cars during the project!

supports our ministry programs. To give you an idea of where we
are at (as of October 31st) Stewardship giving is at $263,765 -
which places us at 67.3% of our total year Stewardship goal of
$392,000. We still have time to meet our goals and 4/s /s only
possible with your help and love of our church!

Stained Glass WindowsWe are awaiting final
repairs to the windows restored earlier this
year and look forward to having them
completed very soon as the contractor experienced some
delays with the fabrication of the lower windows. Our fund

In early October, Fr. John Kalomas, Terri Mikuzis and I, along  raising efforts have been going well and look forward to
with members of our Philoptochos attended the Metropolis starting work again in the spring on additional windows!

ClergyLaity Assembly in Sioux City, lowa. We attended a Please consider supporting this important project!

number of informative presentations and meetings during our
time in lowa. The meetings gave us the opportunity to meet,"
share ideas and learn from other parishes within the Metropolis.

A big thanks to Matthew Bezaneswho recently worked with
our heating contractor during the conversion to heat for the
winter months. He spent three days and saved a significant
This year we have Parish Council elections on Decembér 1 amount in repair costs.7hank you Matthew!

| me an rtici in the elections on th ! .
please come and participate in the elections on that day As you can see a number of activities continue to have taken

Coming up in the New Year we look forward to our Winter Food place over the last few months and as our committee teams are
Festival, so please watch for details on this event! busy making plans for the coming year, we look forward to

A few noteworthy maintenance rleptor'gn%tso gou on these and other activities.

On behalf of the entire Parish Council we wish all of you a blessed

Parking Lot Repairs We have completed initial patching and Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

sealing of our parking lot with final seal coating and striping
taking place this spring. Based on parishionerfis feedback

as possible! Our pledge cards are very important for planning.
S@@W@[ﬁ § ﬁ[@ They are a guide to making our church budget. Please fill it out

and return them to the church. If you have not received your
As we come to the end of our fiscal year it is important for us to Stewardship materials via mail, please take a packet from the
remember to complete our Stewardship commitment for 2013. pangari in the Narthex.
As of October 31, 2013, we have 493 families who have The Stewardship Committee would like to "Thank You" for your
pledged/paid $263,766, out of a budgeted amount of $392,000. constant love and support. Your support allows us to continue the
Total giving including norstewards, thru October 31, 2013, was Ministries which are vital to u
$392,317, out of a budgeted amount of $547,000. all as Orthodox faithful.

After reviewing the numbers you will find that November is not  On behalf of the Stewardship
included and that the last two months of the year are usually whelsommittee we wish you and
our Stewards complete their commitment to the church. your family a Blessed

. . ) . Christmas and a happy,
In the month of January we will receive our final accounting for healthy, & faifhful New Year!
the year 2013. At the same time, it is also the beginning of the ' '
new fiscal year 2014. All of us should have received our new  Terri Mikuzis
Stewardship materials and should return our pledge cards as soohtewardship Chairman P o CEob e

..........................................................................................................

) .
L 1/(‘4 MAN IS NOT
ONE WHO HAS MUCH...

FOR WHAT HE GIVES AWAY
REMAINS HIS | /7)/'('(117'."

FOR REFLECTI ONé many ministries of His Churc

. He comes with healing a
The God who came to us at Bethlehem continues to come to us md‘ffa 9

; rgiveness;, He comes Wi
He comes through the Sacrament of Baptism fo bestow upon us ﬁrg noth and  guidance. r e Dlec
love, to call us His very own. He comes through the Sacrament of C/‘If/z? Smes and when He come
mation to fill us with His presence, to make our bodlies temples of His,

as t he Bible
Holy Spirit. He comes through repentance and the Sacrament of Colln the tame walk and t
fession to cleanse us of sin, to restore in our souls "the peace of Go%e y '

) risoners are set free.”
t hat passes all wunderstanding. |

In every liurgy He comes to us as the Word of God, bringing words d f Is by offering our blessings back to God that He will be able to con-

inue His forgiving, healing, liberating, empowering, transfiguring, loving
etemal life through the ‘S.‘Cf pLure readings and the ser mort. Thr 0L{g/7 ih inistry through the Church. For God, Infinite though He be, has cho-
Sacrament of Communion He comes to be born again and again in

n to work through us, through our gifts, to continue His saving work
shabby stables of our hearts. He comes constantly through prayer. i the world today.

blesses our marriages as He did that in Cana of Galilee. He stands
our sick bea, laying His healing hand upon us through the prayers of the
priest. He comes again and again in so many, many ways through the

by Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris
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THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI: The Spirit of Stewardship

Fr. Luke A. Veronis

The Gifts of the Magiicon presents the Wise Men offering gifts of gold, we have in life is a gift from God, and each of us is called to act as a
frankincense and myrrh to the Christ Child. These wealthy scholars aptoper and good steward of these gifts.
priests of the East endured numerous dangers, and traveled great dis; . . - . .
tances to offer their treasures to Christ, the newborn king. What a beaull:(ﬁr:érxlezbgu'[e?ogiggse '\gﬁg'ersecjﬁmcogsscv'\?er:lt'ggssiagfégsoﬂ&irtr;ien:
tiful and meaningful example of stewardship they set for all future gen- d eff ?t ' hi F;] Iminated in thei ’ d st dshio of their
erations, helping us to understand the blessing of properly using an fid €tiort, which cuiminated in their good stewardship of their treasure.
sharing Godids gifts. t. John Chrysqstom hl.ghllghts that true wealth comes through sharin
what we have first received from God Himself. Ultimately, whatever we
To begin with, the Magi represent a sincere desire to seek after Godyave i snfit ours! Al is Godifs,
searching through science, nature, and their cultural traditions to comAs we learn to generously give of ourselves, of our time, talents anc
municate with their Creator and discover His will for them, even when itreasure, we only increase our wealth and make eternal investments.

was something so unexpected. Imagine their long, arduous joumey, POhristian Stewardship is all about becoming good caretakers of all the

sibly a 1500 mile expedition from Persia to Bethlehem, over mountain od has aiven us. Think about all that God has qiven Liour health
and deserts, a journey that took many months. Surely on such a tri > 9 ' L 200 has g '
ur family, our opportunities in life, our intelligence, our talents. God

they faced numerous dangers from nature, from bandits, and from t as given each of us special and unique gifts, And through Holy Scrip

fear of the unknown. ture He teaches us all that we have is a loan. He lends everything to us
What faith, determination and sacrifice they must have had. They sureBnd reminds us that one day He will ask us to give a detailed accountin
faced questions and skepticism at the start. During their journey, unexsf what we have done with the gifts He has given us. How have we use
pected challenges and discouraging setbacks would have been commouor time, our talents, and our treasure? Have we used them in a-self
place. Yet they persevered. They overcame the difficult trials and testsentered way or Gogjlorifying ways? Archbishop Anastasios of Albania
of their journey, and persistedaisn noteeid tsleat ch wieorf iGaodAicunt g al

iVi ?
When they finally met the Christ Child, they bowed down in worshipl.eamed the blessedness of generously giving to others of all we have~

They offered Jesus the most precious of their gifts. Although they wer&v er yt hi ng we have is temporal
the Twise meni of their day, t Aheyunddnendta duestioa thdbughnis How wili we use gll dhat tve® hawe
their unexpected discovery. Even when the journey surprisingly todkr the glory of God?

them beyond the kingfis palace in Jerusalem to .the ins./i i f i.cC.
Bethlehem, they went forward in faith. Everything seemed so astonisQ—r:qe id"’ty’ a peirsosn co(r)n[:][géned ::0 Q'i pt”eiStl;[hStihle éh?rcrh ian\ij Ehnséﬁ-
ing, and yet in humility they approached the Christ Child to worship Hinf! y 9 '

: Il Thank you very much for the fi
and offer the best of their giftsi gold, frankincense, and myrrh. hear d. Your right., Christianit,)

The Story of the Magi is not simply a cute part of Christmas, but it rep-God giving His only Son to the world to show His unconditional love.
resents central characters who model a path of faith and stewardshigis Son Jesus giving His life on the cross to forgive our sins and destro
worthy of imitation. They offer an example of a sincere search forGod e at h. Then our Lordfis disciple
using the intellectual gifts they possessed; a willingness to overcome aiyood News of love was preached to all people everywhere. They n
obstacles or challenging inconveniences in their journey towards Godnly gave away their homes and businesses, but even gave up their liv
and the witness of offering the best they had once they encounter thas martyrs in gratitude to God! And after all that giving of God to the
Christ Child. world, yes, God does ask His followers of today to imitate His own gen-
In connection with this inspiring story of the Magi, we can also reflecterOSIty by giving! by offering back from all that He utimately has given
; ; each person! So, yes, the Churc
on St. John Ch Ve gchmman 5 nohiBe one avhodhas i Ve and give,i but from a goo
much, but the one who gives much. For what one gives away, he keeps ' '
f or a/ /BoththeeMag and ghrysostom offer a challenging perThe Gifts of the Magi and the words of St. John Chrysostom help clarify
spective of Christian Stewardship. We are called to understand that adlur understanding of Christian Stewardst
we have in life- from life itself, to our intellectual abilities and specific and what it means to act as a faithful fol-

talents, as well as to our faith experiences and material possessioa#i lower of Jesus Christ.

What shall we offer Thee, O Christ, : K’t h V l t
Who for our sakes hast appeared on : Soup l C en 0 un eers
the earth as a man? : In September, October, and November,
Every creature which Thou hast the following volunteers represented St.
made offers Thee thanks. Andrew at the First Presbyterian
The angels offer Thee a song: . Church, in Evanston: Jeremiah Garbis,
Kristina Georgis, Susan Barron, Kathy
Polivas, Timi Papas, Niki Varney, Gwen
Swackhammer, Helen Exarhakos, Chris Varones,

Nick Hatzopoulos, Alexis Andricopoulos, Ariss
: Koines and Fofo Egon.

XXXExx

The heavens, their star;
The wise men, their gifts;

o

e The shepherds, their wonder;
) The earth, its cave;
The wilderness; the manger;

And we offer Thee a virgin mother. :

O Pre -eternal God, have mercy on us!
(Hymn of Christmas)

: The Soup Kitchen can still use some volunteers,
please call the church office if you can volunteer the
1st Saturday of the month. Thank you for your help!

XXl
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Domnations Needed for Altar Coverings

With the help of you, our beloved stewards and friends, we are iolor which correspond to the various feast days:
the process of ordering new altar coveringsthese coverings are White for Anastasi (Easter)
used throughout the year and are a great gift to offer to our be- Gold for the Feast Days of the Lord

loved St. Andrew. Ea.ch set mcludes the following pieces: Red for the Martyr Saints& the Christmas Season
Altar Table Covering (5 pieces) : Blue for the Feast Days of the Panagia

2 Prothesi (oblation) table covers : Green for Pentecost & the Feasts of the Life Giving Cross

4 Covers for the Holy Vessels Purple for Great Lent & Holy Week

Cover for the Holy Gospel on the Altar If you are able to assist us through a monetary donation towards
a particular set of coverings, please contact Fr. John or Fr. Stama

The items will be a special order unique to our needs and siz- ti. Donations may be made for health and wetlieing or in loving

es. Our church needs a total ofix setsto be ordered through  memory. Offering one of these sets bestows countless blessings

your love and generous donationsEach set will be a different  on all each time we offer the Divine Services upon them!

Laumnch of Capfital Campaigm ffor
Staimed Glass Windlow Remevatiom

Time and the elements have taken their toll on our beautifulseeds for the sacrificial giving that will allow us to perform th
Stained Glass windows and frames within our church complex.  work.

In order to address these necessary repairs, we are pleased to alRer additional information, please contact Fr. John Kalomas,
nounce the launch of our Capital Campaign, with Fr. John Kutuladohn Kutulas, Fr. Stamati or any member of the parish council w
as our Honorary Chairman, to raise the funds to repair the winany questions you may have and to learn how you can help
dows. Our goal is to raise $500,000 and we have collectedachieve our goal!
$62,000 already towards that goal that has allowed us {O
work on a number of windows over the last two years. Wjth
your love and support we can continue and complete this
important project and restore our windows to their original

beauty within the church.

Over the last few years we have reviewed the condition of the
windows and have worked with specialists to identify the ac-
tions that need to be taken in order to repair and restore th
windows.

In particular the steel frames that hold the Stained Glass have
rusted over time and has, in some instances, slowly for¢ced
both the protective outer glass along with the stained glass
out of their frames. Please see the photos to better under-
stand the condition of the windows.

Thus far we have rebuilt eight out of fortyfive windows in th
main church. This included three in the Nave, four in the
Brides Room, one more behind the Altar area, and a window
in the Chapel door that has allowed us to assess the work
involved and also to develop a specification for the paint and
other materials related to the windows. The Chapel consists
of another twenty windows that while in better condition will
also need some level of repair as we go through this procesgs.

The work on each nave window costs approximately $25,000,
and more for the larger transept windows, so as you can see
this will ultimately be a very large and expensive project,
one that is necessary to protect our beautiful edifice.

for the project. Focusing first on the north elevation of th
main church which is exposed to salt spray from vehicles
the weather in general as opposed to other areas of the build-
ing that are more protected.

Of course all of these plans will require funds to perform the
necessary work and it is our hope that this campaign creates
awareness to the physical needs of the church and plants the

is

Fr.
ith




