Adult Bible Study - Monday, January 14th @ 7:00 pm. Come join us and learn about the richness of our faith
through scripture. Bring your bibles, we will be using the Orthodox Study Bible. For more information call the office at
(773) 334-4515 and speak to Father John.
Mark your calendars for St. Andrew’s Edgewater Food Fest – Saturday, January 26, 2019, 3-8pm & Sunday,
January 27, 2019, Noon – 3pm. Join us for our many Greek delicacies and carry outs will be available for a tasty
meal at home. We’ll also have our 50/50 raffle, 5 tickets for $20 or $5 per ticket. Admission is free and plenty of
parking is available. Spread the news to your family and friends to stop by. For more information on how you can help
with the event call the church office at 773-334-4515.
Please sign up for our annual family ski trip from February 8-10, 2019! This is always a great family fun event, so
don’t miss out! As always, the trip will take place at Timber Ridge Lodge in Lake Geneva, WI. Please see the attached
flyer for pricing details. *Please RSVP to Fr. Athanasios by January 5, 2019! No RSVPs will be accepted after this
date, so please do not delay in signing up!* To reserve your room, please call (866) 636-4502 and book under the
name “St. Andrew’s Family Weekend”. Rooms are filling quickly, so the sooner you book, the better! If you have any
questions, you may email Fr. Athanasios at frathanasios@standreworthodox.org.
St. Andrew’s has Graves for Sale @ Elmwood Cemetery, Section 3B. Please call the church for additional
information if you are interested (773) 334-4515

Welcome to Saint Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church
“Proclaiming Orthodoxy Since 1926”
5649 North Sheridan Road • Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 334-4515 • Fax: (773) 334-3468
E-mail: info@standreworthodox.org
Website: StAndrewOrthodox.org
Fr. John N. Kalomas – Proistamenos
Fr. Athanasios Minetos - Associate Priest
Fr. John Kutulas – In Loving Memory

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019 (Epiphany Sunday)

God Is The Lord And Has Revealed
Himself To Us. Reveal Yourself Back To The Lord In The New
Year By Showing How Much Of A Good Steward You Can Be.
STEWARDSHIP QUOTE —

Friday, January 11 10:30am-12pm—Sandwich making in the Kitchen
Join us in this monthly project as we make sack lunches for the ladies of Sarah’s Circle. Call Vicki Karagianis at
(773) 327-3194 to let her know you will be helping. Everyone is welcome!
Sunday, January 13 6-10pm - Metropolis Citywide Vasilopita
Saints Constantine and Helen Church, Palos Hills, IL
As we ring in the new year, all are welcome to attend this Vasilopita celebration. Even if you cannot attend, please
consider donating $10 towards a ticket. Proceeds benefit the Saint Basil Academy, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
home for children in need. The academy provides a loving Christian environment where resident children are
nurtured to adulthood. Please contact Diane at nikonmama@aol.com to donate.
Saturday, January 19, 2019 - General Meeting and project
In the President's Room, 10am - noon Please mark your calendar for our next General Meeting. More details to come.
Saturday, February 2, 2019 - 7pm
Allstate Arena - Chicago Wolves vs. Manitoba Moose
Please mark your calendars and join in an exciting evening at the Chicago Wolves Game Hockey game on Saturday,
February 2. It will be a fun filled event that will support our St. Iakovos Retreat Center. Let's get a group together
and support this event! If interested, please email Fotine at fotine14@yahoo.com.
Saturday, March 2, 2019 6pm-11pm - Glendi
Mark your calendars, and make your plans to attend our 80s-themed Glendi! Family fun for all! It's where you'll want
to be! Look for posted flyers and reservation information in January.

Altar Steward ‐ Anonymous

40 DAY BLESSING
Elysia Irene Demos
We invite the en re Parish Family to join in prayer as the servant of God, Elysia Irene along with her
parents, Sara & George Demos, present her to God within the church following the for eth day of
her birth. We oﬀer congratula ons and prayers that God con nue to bless them with health and
happiness.

UPCOMING SERVICES
Monday, January 7th, 2019
Synaxis of St. John the Bap st
Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

FOR NON-ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS: We welcome those Christians not fully united with us. It is a consequence of the
sad divisions of Christianity that we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox
Christians believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and
worship. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet
exist and for which we must all pray. We do however invite you to receive the blessed bread that is given out to all at
the end of service. Thank you for coming and worshiping with us.

Another Revelation Of God To Mankind;
Epiphany
Today is the Feast of Epiphany, when we celebrate our Lord’s
baptism in the river Jordan by St. John the Forerunner. Another name for the feast is Theophany, for it is shown—it is revealed at Jesus Christ’s baptism—that He is the Son of
God. Indeed, the Holy Trinity is revealed at His baptism, for
the Father says, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased,” and the Holy Spirit descends upon Him in the form
of a dove. The meaning of the Feast of Christmas is fulfilled at
Theophany, for now it is made clear that the One born in Bethlehem is truly God, come to restore our fallen nature and to
renew the entire creation by uniting humanity with divinity in
Himself. And even as the Son of God entered our world at His
birth, He now enters the flowing water of a river in order to
make it holy, in order to bring His blessing and fulfillment
upon the world that He created. For the entire creation was
subjected to futility because of the rebellion of our first parents. As St. Paul wrote to the Romans, “the whole creation
groans and labors with birth pangs together until now” for it
also “will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. “
The good news of the gospel is that the Creator has become
part of the creation in order to make it a new heaven and a new
earth. We see at Theophany that nothing is intrinsically profane or cut off from the blessing and holiness of God. All
things, physical and spiritual, visible and invisible, are called
to participate in the divine glory that our Lord has brought to
the world, to become part of the new heaven and earth of
God’s kingdom. Christ’s baptism demonstrates that we, too,
are saved along with the rest of the creation, for it is through
the water that we share in His life. “As many of you as have
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” In baptism, we
receive the garment of light that Adam and Eve lost when they
distorted themselves and the entire creation with sin and
death. The incarnate Son of God sanctified our flesh and blood
at His birth, and at His baptism He sanctifies the water through
which our vocation as those created in the divine image and
likeness is fulfilled. I know that sometimes we are tempted to
forget that human beings are also part of the creation, that we
also are dependent upon the light of the sun, the fruits of the
earth, and the air that we breathe. God created Adam from the
dust of the earth; yes, our bodies are made of the same stuff as
all life forms on our planet. That’s a humbling reminder that
God sustains our life together with that of all His other creatures, but it shouldn’t surprise us. Have you ever noticed how
God uses the basic physical substances life, such as water,
wine, bread, and oil to bring us into His life? Whether it’s the
smell of incense, the beauty of icons, or the very existence of a

church building, we are surrounded by created blessings that
enable us to worship the Lord. That shouldn’t be surprising,
for He is the source of all things, including our hearts, souls,
and minds. If we forget that we are His creatures in the midst
of His good creation, we won’t be able to worship or serve
Him at all.
Unfortunately, it’s a common human temptation to forget what
it means to worship God. It’s easy to fool ourselves into thinking that the world revolves around us and that the limitations
and problems experienced by others somehow do not—or at
least, should not– apply to us. But then reality slaps us in the
face: the loss of a loved one, sickness, unemployment, a broken relationship, or even bad weather remind us quickly that
we are subject to the difficulties that inevitably accompany life
in our corrupt world. At the Feast of Epiphany, we are reminded, however, that these challenges do not separate us from
God, for they do not remove us from His blessed creation or
destroy our ability to share in His life. Jesus Christ entered
fully into the world as know it. He made holy every dimension
of our life, including suffering and pain, from the womb to the
tomb. No part of the creation, and no dimension of our existence, can separate us from His presence, from His blessing,
from His steadfast love. He has conquered even death on our
behalf. But for us to receive this good news requires a kind of
death on our part also. For we must die to the illusion that we
are somehow not part of the creation—in other words, to the
illusion that we are God. We must die to the idolatry of self
that leads us to worship false idols such as pride, greed, and
lust. That’s the same selfish idolatry that leads us to pollute
and destroy natural resources as though they belonged to us
and not ultimately to the Lord. We must die to our tendency to
be a curse, not a blessing, to the rest of God’s good creation,
including our fellow humans and the natural world. Unfortunately, we rarely recognize the sacredness of the creation, of
other people, or even of ourselves. Instead of offering our
blessings to the Lord, we often just want to be left alone to go
on with life on our terms. So we don’t want to be inconvenienced by meeting the needs of the poor and lonely, or forgiving those who have offended us, or even taking the time to
reduce the amount of pollution that we produce by simple steps
like recycling or composting.
But we are reminded at Theophany that life on our own terms
isn’t really life at all. For when we are baptized into Christ, we
are baptized into His death. We die with Christ to sin and all
its corruptions so that we will rise with Him in newness of life,
so that we will be clothed in a garment of light and participate

fully in His victory over sin and death. For the blessed life
that our Lord has brought to the world is not just the continuation of what’s become comfortable and familiar to us. Instead,
it’s a life that requires a decisive break from the corruption
that has become a second nature to us. Perhaps that’s why St.
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus Christ and then
baptized Him. St. John was the last of the Old Testament
prophets and a fiery preacher who boldly called people to
repent, to prepare the way of the Lord in their lives by making
His paths straight. He lived in the desert, ate bugs and honey,
and looked like a wild man. Like the other true prophets, he
wasn’t concerned with pleasing people, but with telling them
the truth in no uncertain terms. If they were to be ready for
the Messiah, they had to stop sinning and start living lives
pleasing to God. I hope that you get the point. To be baptized
into Christ is to die from all that separates us from God. It is
to share in the blessing that our Lord has brought to the entire
world; it is to see all of the creation as holy, as participating in
the transformation and healing of the Kingdom. Every dimension of our lives must become an epiphany, a showing or manifestation, of God’s salvation. We are to offer every aspect of
our life, and every bit of the world with which we come in
contact, to the Lord as a sacrament, as a participation in the
Holy Mystery of God. For nothing is outside the scope of His

love; nothing is separate from His will for a new heaven and
new earth. He wants the entire creation—yes, the whole universe– to shine brightly with the glory of the His divinity, and
that includes us.

EPISTLE READING
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

GOSPEL READING:
Matthew 3:13-17

TITUS, my son, the grace of God has appeared for the
salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and
worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly
lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of the great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
iniquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of deeds done
by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy
Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his
grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.

Today is the Feast of Theophany. It’s time to prepare the way
of the Lord and make His paths straight. For He comes to
renew all creation and to bring us into the glory of His kingdom. He comes to make all reality an icon of His holiness. Let’s not stand in the way; let’s not refuse His blessing,
but instead live as those who, having died to sin, truly wear a
garment of light.
Given by Fr. Philip LeMasters Orthodox Priest and Professor
of Christian Theology and Ethics

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now;
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then
he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, he went up
immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and alighting on him; and lo, a voice from heaven,
saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased."

