Father John’s 25th Anniversary to the Priesthood Dinner, Friday, June 24 7:00 pm. Tickets
are available by contac ng Shia at shiakapos@hotmail.com or the church oﬃce 773‐334‐
4515.
Senior Circle will be ge ng together on Monday, June 6 at 12:30 in Psistaria. For reserva ons
please call (773) 654 3450. All are welcome.
Saturday, June 18th at 3:00pm we will be having an end of the year BBQ for our JOY and
GOYA ministries (ages 5‐18). Please see the a ached flyer for more informa on! Any fathers
who might be interested in helping with the grilling, or anyone with general ques ons, please
feel free to contact Athanasios Minetos at athanasios@standreworthodox.org or call
(773)‐334‐4515. May the remainder of the paschal season be blessed for you and your
families!
Save the Date: Saturday, September 10. St. Andrew’s Presents BASILE “Growing Up Greek in
America”

PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
June 14th: End of Year Philoptochos Dinner: Via Veneto 6340 N. Lincoln Ave. Chicago: Please
join us at this annual gathering for fellowship before the summer begins! All are invited: 6:30 pm,
$40.00 per person: includes: Passed Appe zers of Brusche a
Alla Caprese, Pizza Margherita, Calamari Fri ; Choice of two Entrees: Arista la Marsala
(Medallions of Pork Tenderloin) or Fish Limón, Pasta Marinara, Mixed vegetables, Potatoes,
Salad, and Dessert. Please sign up at Philoptochos table or call Marianne Nichols 773‐659‐4441
marianne4353@gmail.com or Demetra Christus 847‐644‐5119 greekangels57@gmail.com
June 19th: Pentecost Coﬀee Hour Recep on in the President’s Room a er services
July 3rd ‐08th: 43rd Na onal Clergy Laity & 2016 Philoptochos Biennial Conven on Nashville, TN
JOIN THE CHALLENGE! THE STAINED GLASS WINDOW CHALLENGE. YOUR GIFT TODAY WILL BE

MULTIPLIED....EVERY $3 RAISED WILL BE MATCHED BY $1 (UP TO $100,000)!
As recently announced, we received exciting news that a matching gift program has been established for St.
Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church, by an anonymous donor, with the goal of enhancing our fund raising
efforts to restore our beautiful stained glass windows. Our goal is to raise, $500,000 for the stained glass
window restoration. The program works like this…..Every gift, received towards the windows will be matched
$1.00 for every $3.00 actually collected (up to $100,000) for a limited period of time. This is a wonderful
opportunity to offer a lasting gift to our church and, with the matching funds, increase the impact of your
support! You may make your donation to the “Stained Glass Window Restoration Fund” through the church
office. For additional information, please see Fr. John Kalomas, Nick Karafotias or Michael Bartholomew and
we will be happy to answer any questions you have. Thank you to those that have already supported our
restoration efforts!
PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL TODAY!

Welcome to Saint Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church
“Proclaiming Orthodoxy Since 1926”
5649 North Sheridan Road • Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 334-4515 • Fax: (773) 334-3468
E-mail: info@standreworthodox.org
Website: StAndrewOrthodox.org

Fr. John N. Kalomas – Proistamenos
Fr. John Kutulas – Proistamenos Emeritus
Dn. Vasilios Smith

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2016 (Sunday of the Blind Man)

STEWARDSHIP QUOTE— Walk With Our Eyes Open And We

Can See Where We Are Going. Walk With Our Hearts Open
And We Can See What God Asks Of Us As Good Stewards Of
The Church.
MEMORIALS
John Bartholomew — 3 years
John Kapsalis — 3 years

TRISAGION
Deamanto, George & Panayotis Lekas

HOLY ASCENSION SERVICE
June 9th, 2016
Orthros 9:00 a.m. Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
FOR NON-ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS: We welcome those Christians not fully united with us. It
is a consequence of the sad divisions of Christianity that we cannot extend to you a general
invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox Christians believe that the Eucharist is an
action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship.
Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which
does not yet exist and for which we must all pray. We do however invite you to receive the
blessed bread that is given out to all at the end of service.

Open Your Eyes to the Light of the
Kingdom:
Homily for the Sunday of the Blind
Man in the Orthodox Church
I am never out as late at night as I am a er the Pascha liturgy and
the party that follows. In the midst of that dark night, Pascha is a
light shining in the darkness and blindness of this world. Around
midnight, one candle is lit, and the priest chants, “Come receive
the light from the Light that is never overtaken by night, and
glorify Christ Who is risen from the dead.” Then we all light our
candles, exit the church, sing His resurrec on, and glorify His
victory over death as we enter into the beauty of a brightly lit
church. The Pascha service is truly a glorious experience.
But if we limit the bright light of Pascha to that service or even to
a 40‐day season, we will have missed the point. For in Christ’s
resurrec on, our Lord brings light to the en re world. He restores
sight to the blind and gives life to the dead. He opens the darkest
tomb to the brilliant light of life eternal.
The light of His
resurrec on floods the en re universe.
But we must not rest content with general statements about the
light of Christ, for we are all to be illumined by Him to the very
depths of our hearts and souls. Like the man whom Jesus Christ
healed in today’s gospel text, we are all blind from birth: held
cap ve by the corrup ons of death, our passions, and the
accumulated weight of human sin all around us. We have
worshipped the creature, especially ourselves, instead of the
Creator. We have looked for fulfillment in the vanity of life:
money, power, pleasure, appearances, impressing others, and
ge ng our own way. We find it easy to think only of ourselves
and our will, but so hard to live with the humility and selfless love
of Christ. We define ourselves over against other people, and build
ourselves up by pu ng them down and harboring resentment. So
much of our life has been a wandering in darkness and we may
have despaired of things ever ge ng any be er. At mes, we
may not have the eyes to see any light at all.
The good news of Pascha is that, in Christ, we may pass over from
this living death to life eternal. The spiritual blindness of our souls
may be healed. If we develop the eyes to see it, we may leave
behind our slavery to sin, our addic on to the passions, and the
distor on of ourselves that we have brought about. We may rise
up from these darkened, pointless ways of living to the light, truth,
and joy of the kingdom of heaven. We may share in Christ’s
eternal life, in His victory over sin and death, even now.
But we have to be honest with ourselves: it is much easier to
remain in the darkness than to move into the light. Just as our
eyes need me to adjust when we leave a movie theater and walk
into the sunshine of a summer day, the eyes of our souls are not
cleansed in an instant. Our salva on is not a magic act, but
requires our inten onal, pa ent coopera on with the grace of the
Great Physician. There is simply no alterna ve to perseverance, to
accep ng bravely the tension and struggle that we experience

when we expose our darkened souls to the healing light of Christ,
and to mindfully turning away from tempta ons of whatever kind.
There is too much in all of us that prefers the darkness to the light.
We are all quite comfortable with some of our sins and passions.
We have go en used to them and may have accepted the lie that
we are jus fied in doing so out of honesty, out of being true to
ourselves. Just as a blind person may cope quite well with a lack
of vision and get used to naviga ng the world in darkness, we may
have become experts in how to jus fy our ac ons, condemn
others, and keep God on the margins of our life. All too o en, we
have become too well adjusted to our own spiritual darkness.
Now there may be something to be said for being psychologically
well adjusted, but our faith is not about coping well with the
darkness. It is about being illumined by the Light of the world,
about par cipa ng in the brilliant new day of the resurrec on,
about sharing in the glory of life eternal. Our goal is to shine with
the light of God, like an iron in the fire. Of course, no one of us is
worthy of such a transi on from death to life and no one of us has
achieved it perfectly. Indeed, to think of our life in Christ as an
achievement is a mistake, for we share in the great blessing of the
Lord’s victory over death by His mercy, not our accomplishment.
But if we are not doing all we can to open the dark places of our
lives to the light of Christ, we are abusing His mercy, using the
hope of forgiveness as an excuse not to cooperate with the Lord’s
healing. Our Savior told the blind man to go to a pool and wash.
The man did and he was healed. Too o en, we do not obey the
clear instruc ons that Christ has given us for our spiritual healing:
to love God with every bit of who we are and to live our neighbors
as ourselves; to forgive those who have wronged us; to serve the
poor, sick, and needy with every bit of a en on that we should
show to the Lord Himself; to close our eyes and ears to
tempta on; to shut our mouths when want to stay say something
hateful; and to focus on our own failings instead of those of
others.
As we near the end of the season of Pascha, we should all wrestle
seriously with the ques on of whether we are really doing what
we can to open ourselves to the light of Christ. Are we obeying the
Lord’s instruc ons on how to find healing in our souls? Are we
keeping a close watch on our thoughts and disregarding those
that tempt us to sin? Are we following a rule of prayer and fas ng
that reorients our daily life toward God and helps us find healing
from our passions? Are we preparing faithfully to receive our
Lord’s Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist each Sunday? Do we
take confession regularly and ask for the forgiveness of others
whenever we wrong them?
Finding healing from our spiritual blindness is no more
complicated—no harder or easier—than living the basic Chris an
life that we all know we should live. There are no secret codes or
handshakes; no one is required to achieve heights of asce cism
that are beyond his or her ability; no one should try to become
some kind spiritual super hero. The brilliant light of Pascha shines
on us all and we must learn to accept the course of our lives, no
ma er how painful or disappoin ng, as our path to the Kingdom.
Despite diﬀerences in life circumstances and personali es, we all
have the same kind of work to do: bit by bit, step by step, opening

the eyes of our souls to a light so bright that we think it will blind
us. But there is the irony: we are already blind. The light of Christ
comes not to blind, but to give sight; not to condemn, but to save;
not to kill, but to bring life eternal.
At the end of this glorious season of Pascha, let us all open our
eyes and souls to the light of our Lord, Who is never overtaken by
night, and glorify Christ who is risen from the dead. May this
Pascha provide us not only with memories of beau ful services and

EPISTLE READING:
Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34
IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer,
we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us,
crying, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you the way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul
was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very
hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before
the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they
said, "These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They
advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or
practice." The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods.
And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them
into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received
this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in
the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw
that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to
kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried
with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down
before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what
must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was
baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his
house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his
household that he had believed in God

GOSPEL READING:
John 9:1-38
At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth.
And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made
manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while
it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the
ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with
the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which

rich food, but more importantly with personal par cipa on in the
brilliant light of Kingdom of God, shining in the dark places of our
lives, illumina ng every dimension of who we are, and drawing us
ever more fully into the life of the One Who has conquered death
and sin. He alone is our salva on and our hope. For Christ is
Risen!
Given by Metropolitan Anthony and taken from the website of Fr.
Philip LeMasters
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is
not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he";
others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They
said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The
man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go
to Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight."
They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his
eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I
see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they

again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him,
since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should
confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and

said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man
is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know;
one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to
him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He
answered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his
disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses,
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man
answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God
listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born
in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said,
"Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he,
sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him,
and it is he who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he
worshiped him.

